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' Technology meets education as more
U.S. students use instructors in India.

By MARILYN BROWN
The Tampa Tribune

HAWTHORNE — A 17-year-old
high school student living in rural
Hawthorne is learning English
from his tutor in Bangalore, India.

Four times a week, Justin
Knowles sits at the dining room
table, laptop open, messaging
and talking to Kishori Prabhu. His
mother found TutorVista through
an Internet search.

“We joke about it all the time,”
Janet Knowles says. “Justin is
learning to speak English from a
foreigner.” He does speak English
but admits his spelling and gram-
mar are horrible.

At $99.99 a month for unlimit-
ed one-on-one tutoring, online
tutoring from India is less expen-
sive than American private tutors
charging $50 an hour or more.
Available 24 hours a day in most
subjects, kindergarten through
college, it’s also more accessible.

It blends four of today’s hottest
topics: outsourcing, free enter-
prise, technology and education.

Soon, TutorVista's service will
be free to all children in 10 poor,
rural counties across the country,
including Hamilton County. The
company also serves private cus-
tomers such as Justin Knowles

and hasts sights set on millions in
federal tutoring dollars funneling
to states, starting with Florida.

The question, says Krishnan
Ganesh, founder of TutorVista,
may be how well the competition
to America’s giant tutoring com-
Ppanies is received.

The federal government spends
tens of millions nationwide on
private tutoring for students un-
der the federal No Child Left Be-
hind law. If TutorVista can qualify
to tap into that money, it would be
competing with tutoring giants
such as Sylvan and Kaplan, with
tutors in India paid the equivalent
of $275 to $300 a month, Ganesh
said, although they all have gradu-
ate degrees and teaching creden-
tials.

Americans shouldn't balk at
buying education at a lower cost
from India, he says. “It’s like buy-
ing from Nike and Reebok. Par-
ents are very happy getting their
shoes.”

See ONLINE TUTORING, Page 4 B>
TutorVista hopes for federal money.
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Kishori Prabhu, in Bangalore, India,
tutors Justin Knowles in Hawthorne
via the Internet.
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