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One for the hooks —
tutoring gets outsourced

By Vanessa Hua
CHRONI TAFE WRITER

Fifth-grader Kevin Chen studies math in h
room in Alameda every week with his tutor, Syeda Ni-
kath Sumaiva — who works from her home in Seoul.

In the latest incarnation of outsourcing, overseas tu-
tors are teaching U.S. students math, science, English
and social studies. And parents are paying half as much
as they would for face-to-face instruction.

Via Internet phone, Sumaiya, 27, who-works for a Ban-
galore company, coached the 11-year-old through drills
and word problems in her clipped British Indian accent
one recent evening. The equations she drew in red mate-
rialized on Kevin’s screen in Alameda, and he wrote back
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Kevin Chen, 11, of Alameda has a tutor who lives in !
&.
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